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The French seized Algeria. The British took Egypt.
The Austro-Hungarians took Herzegovina and Bosnia.
But the main body of the Empire, though diseased and
paralysed, remained intact.
Direct assault being impossible, the Powers sought
other methods. They proclaimed themselves the cham-
pions of the down-trodden Christian communities.
Russia obtained the right to protect the Orthodox,
and France to protect the Roman Catholic subjects
of the Porte. Using these rights they fomented rebel-
lion within ; and, adding to them the stringent control
of the Capitulations, they reduced the Ottoman Empire
to a state of servitude. Turkey had ceased to be a
sovereign power, when the sudden and meteoric arrival
of Germany threw all the other calculations into con-
fusion*
Nationalism, the child of the French Revolution, had
by the twentieth century become the outstanding cha-
racteristic of Europe. Its influence came to Turkey.
The Christian communities became political organiza-
tions, and nationalities engaged in a fierce struggle for
existence. The Patriarchs became as it were their
Consul-Generals. That straggle was intensified by the
interference of the foreign Powers.
But the Turks were impregnated by the same idea.
It was the foundation of die Committee of Union and
Progress. It was the war-cry of the revolution of 1908.
The Turks were determined to " turkify" Turkey;
Instigated by the foreign Powers, the Christians refused
to become Turks, and so the breach that had been
between Moslem and Christian was now widened.